
RHS

Rye High School has always had a robust club program. In the past, most clubs
would run after school, but with the advent of Community Lunch, many clubs now
meet at lunchtime. To evaluate the kinds of clubs currently operating, Principal
Short found she could categorize them by focus: skill-building, the arts,
academics, and community acceptance. What she found was that there were
underrepresented populations. For example, the engineering course pathway
has been an important addition at the High School, but there were no clubs
having to do with engineering. 

The High School annually gets approximately 15-30 (last year there were 37!)
student requests per year to add new clubs. Clearly, the ability to add clubs is
not infinite, as they must receive funding from the District to have a faculty
advisor and whatever monies are needed for the program. But it was equally
clear that additions were needed. The new clubs fill some of the gaps in the
kinds of clubs offered and reach kids who were previously not involved in school
clubs. The new clubs include:

The Aerospace Club fits in well with the District’s strengthened academic
pathway in engineering by exploring engineering in a real-life setting. Students
learn about the history of aviation and space exploration as well as the basic
principles of aerospace engineering.

The Bridges Club seeks to build a welcoming, connected community and culture
of acceptance at RHS, especially for new GARNETS entering the school. The club
works to provide all students in the GARNETS crew with “lunch buddies” during
Community Lunch. Eventually, the goal will be to expand the program to include
extracurricular activities. 

The Craft Club provides a welcoming space for skill-building around crafts of all
kinds. One hard and fast club rule: no stressful school talk allowed. This is an
eclectic group of kids learning crafting skills together while feeling comfortable
and safe. 

Dear RCSD Community,

In talking to students, Rye High School Principal Suzanne
Short found they say the place they are most likely to
make connections isn’t in classes - it’s in outside activities
like sports and clubs. Clubs are an important way for
students to make friends, explore interests, and forge a
sense of community within and connection to their school.

As part of the District’s inclusivity work, we asked the
principals at Rye High School and Rye Middle School to
take a closer look at their club offerings to make sure the
needs of every segment of the school population were
being met. Here’s what they found…
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The Billion Oyster Project began as a project-based learning assignment at RMS, and those students
have now reached the upper grade levels and are still interested in promoting water quality
improvement in Long Island Sound. It is a great opportunity for students interested in science research to
explore that outside the classroom.

RHS always had art clubs, but no creative visual arts clubs. The Film Club watches and discusses films with
an eye to gaining a more in-depth knowledge of the art of film including acting, directing, and
screenwriting.

Originally conceived as a trial club, the Sports Medicine Club has garnered a huge amount of interest
from students interested in learning about sports medicine and possible careers in the field. The club
educates students about injury prevention, self care on and off the field, and how athletic trainers treat
injuries. Students will get CPR/AED certified as part of the club.

RMS

In former days, RMS ran student clubs based on recommendations from club advisors. RMS took a similar
look at the club offerings and asked students to give feedback on what clubs they wanted to see.
Nowadays, the clubs at RMS are student-selected and student-driven. Students lead the clubs, and while
faculty advisors are there to assist, they don’t drive the clubs. The five new clubs this year are:

The Peer2Peer Club is a group of 7th and 8th grade students who are developing a mental health
awareness campaign at RMS. The students went to a one day conference hosted by the Rye Youth
Council and the University of Michigan’s Eisenberg Family Depression Center. There are over 30 students
who are interested in this club!

The #RMService Club is a group of students who meet with a local Westchester County charity once a
month to learn how they can conduct service projects to provide aid. It’s creating a real culture of giving
back at the school!

RMS students having been telling us they wanted to compete in something other than sports. We have a
lot of kids interested in coding and Legos, which led naturally to the creation of a Lego League RYEbotics
team. This engineering and coding club is preparing to compete in a robotics event in Chappaqua on
February 4. 

We learned that we have a big contingent of 6th and 7th graders who really wanted to argue. Any
parent of a middle schooler can also attest to this fact. We have an 8th grade class called Speech &
Debate, but the younger students felt they were missing out. The Speech & Debate Club aims to improve
public speaking skills and explore organized arguing by participating in different debate styles. Students
receive feedback from their peers, and the club is exploring opportunities to debate other area middle
schools.

On any given day, we have 20-30 students attend the Art Club. Their goal is to change how the school
looks on the inside through art and murals to make the school a place they can really call their own.

Both RMS and RHS will be keeping a close eye on the current club roster moving forward to make sure
they continue to attract and hold members and provide a place for all kids to be connected. To see the
complete list of RHS club descriptions, click here. RMS’s club flyers may be found here. 

Sincerely,

Eric Byrne, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

https://ny02205427.schoolwires.net/Page/1849
https://ny02205427.schoolwires.net/Page/1845


Osborn Student
Council Gives Back in

a Big Way

Kids’ S.P.A.C.E., the non-profit before and after-school childcare program at Osborn School, received an
early holiday present from the Osborn Student Council on December 15. Council members presented
Director Lauren Collins with a check for $1,250 generated by a school store Council members ran on

Wednesdays before and after school from Mid-October to the end of November. The students ran every
aspect of the store, from picking and ordering the stock to manning the booth and keeping the books. Kids’
S.P.A.C.E. will use the funds towards scholarships. Kudos to the student council members and to advisor Dina

Farewell for a truly impactful gift!

Front row, from left to right: Henry Blacksberg (5th), Cassius Bernstein (5th), Alyssa Okubo (4th),
Isabella Koh (4th), Roma Mehta (4th), Wesley Malouin (4th), Carson Roberson (4th) and Student

Council advisor Dina Gelman. 
Back row, from left to right: Robbie Latkany (4th), Estelle Canty (4th), Nora Smyth (5th), Coco
Lax (5th), Maxwell Rothstein (5th), Chisake Kure (4th), Helena Clarke (5th), Owen Flower (5th)

and Fiona Dunne (5th).



All Photos by Grey Cat, Inc.

Spotlight on the Arts
Senior Scenes 2022

16 Rye High School seniors were given the opportunity to direct 10 of their
favorite scenes for this year’s Senior Scenes, presented in two shows on

December 3. The seniors got to choose a (mostly comedic) scene, audition
and "hire" underclass actors, and direct the scene -- all on their own. The
annual tradition is a great opportunity for seniors to try their hand at the

other side of the theater.



Senior Natalie Jackson received the award for the Celebration of Arts in Creative Writing. She was
recognized for her first rate work in both fiction and non-fiction.
Rhythm on Rye has been invited to compete in the Northeast Quarterfinals of the International
Championship of High School A Capella on February 4 in Troy, NY.
Senior cellist Ami Matsushita was named an alternate for the All-Eastern Symphony Orchestra.
All RHS fall athletic teams were NYSPHSAA scholar-athlete teams, meaning the teams met the
requirements of a GPA of 90 or higher.
RMS 8th grader Finn Hansen won the diving competition at his first varsity swim team meet against
Pelham on December 9 with a score of 133.15. Junior Tripp Redd won the 100 yard breaststroke with a
time of 1:17.46 and fellow junior William Soviero had a strong swim to secure 2nd in the 500 meter
freestyle.
Varsity field hockey attacker junior Lilly Whaling was named the Lion’s Club Athlete of the Month for
November. 
RHS basketball coach Margo Hackett chalked her 100th game win on December 9.

TJ Neeves has the Heart of a Giant

RHS freshman TJ Neeves was selected as a finalist for the USA Football’s annual Heart of a Giant Award
winning a $1,000 grant for football equipment for the Rye High School football team. As a finalist, TJ was
invited to the Giants versus Eagles game on Sunday, December 11, where he was recognized in the end zone 
 just prior to the kickoff and was honored as a member of the Heart of a Giant team in front of the fans
during a timeout in the first half of the game. Congratulations, TJ!

Commendations

TJ Neeves being recognized (far right in red coat) at the Giants game



Monday, January 2
Winter Recess
Schools and offices closed

Tuesday, January 3
Schools reopen for students

Tuesday, January 10
Board of Education Meeting - The Academy
7:30 p.m.
RMS Multipurpose Room

Monday, January 16
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Schools and offices closed

Tuesday, January 24
Board of Education Meeting - Capital Project
7:30 p.m.
RMS Multipurpose Room

Looking Ahead

Making Spirits Bright
Thank you to all the students, parents, faculty, and staff who have taken time out of their busy
schedules to make the holidays brighter for others:
The Midland Elves were able to fulfill every single wish on the list, and dozens more this year! The
annual program fulfills Westchester County children’s holiday wishes
The long-standing Osborn Holiday Angels program fulfilled wishes for 7th grade boys and girls
through the Carver Center in Port Chester. The Osborn Student Council raised funds for KidsSPACE
Milton School held a holiday toy drive for children in the 5 Steps to Five program. Milton 5th graders
wrapped all the collected gifts! The school also participated in Salvation Army Angel Tree program
to fulfill children’s holiday wishes
The RMService Club conducted a food and outerwear drive to benefit local veterans and HOPE
Community Services
Rye High School held a children’s Coat Drive to benefit the Sharing Shelf. Students answered letters
to Santa dropped at Rye Rec and in mailboxes on Purchase Street


